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Reg. Section 1.6012-3(a)(5)
Returns by fiduciaries

(a) For estates and trusts—
(1) In general. Every fiduciary, or at least one of joint fiduciaries, must make a return
of income on form 1041 (or by use of a composite return pursuant to § 1.6012-5)
and attach the required form if the estate or trust has items of tax preference (as
defined in section 57 and the regulations thereunder) in any amount:
(i) For each estate for which he acts if the gross income of such estate for
the taxable year is $600 or more;
(ii) For each trust for which he acts, except a trust exempt under section
501(a), if such trust has for the taxable year any taxable income, or has
for the taxable year gross income of $600 or more regardless of the
amount of taxable income; and
(iii)For each estate and each trust for which he acts, except a trust exempt
under section 501(a), regardless of the amount of income for the taxable
year, if any beneficiary of such estate or trust is a nonresident alien.
(iv) For each trust electing to be taxed as, or as part of, an estate under
section 645 for which a trustee acts, and for each related estate joining in
a section 645 election for which an executor acts, if the aggregate gross
income of the electing trust(s) and related estate, if any, joining in the
election for the taxable year is $600 or more. (For the respective filing
requirements of the trustee of each electing trust and executor of any
related estate, see § 1.645-1).

(2) Wills and trust instruments. At the request of the Internal Revenue Service, a copy
of the will or trust instrument (including any amendments), accompanied by a
written declaration of the fiduciary under the penalties of perjury that it is a true
and complete copy, shall be filed together with a statement by the fiduciary
indicating the provisions of the will or trust instrument (including any
amendments) which, in the fiduciary's opinion, determine the extent to which the
income of the estate or trust is taxable to the estate or trust, the beneficiaries, or
the grantor, respectively.
(3) Domiciliary and ancillary representatives. In the case of an estate required to file a
return under subparagraph (1) of this paragraph, having both domiciliary and

ancillary representatives, the domiciliary and ancillary representatives must each
file a return on Form 1041. The domiciliary representative is required to include
in the return rendered by him as such domiciliary representative the entire income
of the estate. The return of the ancillary representative shall be filed with the
district director for his internal revenue district and shall show the name and
address of the domiciliary representative, the amount of gross income received by
the ancillary representative, and the deductions to be claimed against such
income, including any amount of income properly paid or credited by the
ancillary representative to any legatee, heir, or other beneficiary. If the ancillary
representative for the estate of a nonresident alien is a citizen or resident of the
United States, and the domiciliary representative is a nonresident alien, such
ancillary representative is required to render the return otherwise required of the
domiciliary representative.
(4) Two or more trusts. A trustee of two or more trusts must make a separate return
for each trust, even though such trusts were created by the same grantor for the
same beneficiary or beneficiaries.
(5) Trusts with unrelated business income. Every fiduciary for a trust described in
section 511(b)(2) which is subject to the tax imposed on its unrelated business
taxable income by section 511(b)(1) shall make a return on Form 990-T for each
taxable year if the trust has gross income, included in computing unrelated
business taxable income for such taxable year, of $1,000 or more. The filing of a
return of unrelated business income does not relieve the fiduciary of such trust
from the duty of filing other required returns.

